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ENDOWMENT PROGRAM      MARKETING KIT
 This is a resource to help local churches create and maintain a successful permanent endowment program. 
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Welcome to the Promotional Marketing Kit for your Endowment Program.
Inside this kit, you will find two models for promoting your church’s permanent endowment program.  Model One is a three-year promotional plan and Model Two is a two-year promotional plan for your endowment program. Here’s a look at what’s inside the kit:
· Promotional Copy:
· Newsletter Articles
· Bulletin One-Liners
· Wills Workshop Invite Letters
· Permanent Endowment Fund Brochure
· Planned Giving Brochure
· Wills Brochure
All you have to do is fill in the appropriate dates, times, and contact information, along with your church’s name to make the promotional material unique to your community of faith. 
· Organization:
· Monthly To-Do List
· Spreadsheet
· Strategy
· Target Audience
· Responsibility
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since we’ve provided month-by-month content for your marketing campaign, your most important job in making this a success is following the plan. Your role is to send the information to your congregation the month that it is due and also to print the materials as needed for distribution. If you need further help with downloading brochures or inserting text into a document, please don’t hesitate to give us a call at 334-793-6820 or e-mail foundation@alwfumf.org. 
Assign staff and volunteers specific jobs and have the Endowment Fund Committee Chair follow up with the team to make sure each month tasks have been completed. As always, we are here to help and your team can contact Terri Turner as needed (foundation@alwfumf.org). 
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       __________ United Methodist Church
Planned Giving Communications Plan

Goals:

· To have a strategy and execution of a marketing plan to encourage the growth of an endowment from bequests and other planned gifts to support the future work of the church. 

· Assign staff and volunteers to different tasks to make sure each item is completed when it is due

Model One (3 Year Plan): Year One
	Marketing Assignment:
	Month/Date:
	Responsibility
	Completed On:

	Educational Presentation to Administrative Board (1)
	
	
	

	First Quarter Mailing – Endowment Fund Brochure
	
	
	

	First Quarter Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month One Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Two Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Three Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Second Quarter Mailing – Wills Brochure
	
	
	

	Wills Clinic or Gifts & Wills Workshop
	
	
	

	Second Quarter Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month Four Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Five Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Six Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Educational Presentation to Administrative Board (2)
	
	
	

	Third Quarter Mailing – Planned Giving Brochure
	
	
	

	Third Quarter Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month Seven Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eight Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Nine Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Memorial Observance or Service of Remembrance
	
	
	

	Fourth Quarter Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month Ten Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	






	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





Model One (3 Year Plan): Year Two
	Marketing Assignment:
	Month/Date:
	Responsibility:
	Completed On:

	First Quarter educational presentation to Administrative Board
	
	
	

	Send out first quarter brochure on wills
	
	
	

	Month One Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month One Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month One Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Offer a Wills Workshop or Gifts & Wills Workshop
	
	
	

	Month Two Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Two Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Two Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Month Three Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Three Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Three Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Second Quarter educational presentation to Administrative Board
	
	
	

	Month Four Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Four Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Four Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Send out second quarter brochure on estate planning
	
	
	

	Month Five Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Five Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Five Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Month Six Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Six Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Six Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Third Quarter educational presentation to Administrative Board
	
	
	

	Month Seven Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Seven Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Seven Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Month Eight Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Eight Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Eight Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Send out wills series brochure
	
	
	

	Offer a Wills Clinic or Gifts & Wills Workshop
	
	
	

	Month Nine Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Nine Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Nine Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Month Ten Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Ten Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Ten Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Send out Life Insurance brochure
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	

	Offer a Memorial Service and Service of Remembrance
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Bulletin One-Liner (1)
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Bulletin One-Liner (2)
	
	
	


















Model One (3 Year Plan): Year Three
	Marketing Assignment:
	Month/Date:
	Responsibility:
	Completed On:

	Educational Presentation to Administrative Board (1)
	
	
	

	Send out Wills Series Brochure
	
	
	

	Month One Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month One Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month One Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month One Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month One Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Two Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Two Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Two Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Two Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Two Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Three Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Three Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Three Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Three Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Three Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Target Group Presentation (UMW, UMM, Senior Adults)
	
	
	

	Send Out Living Trust Brochure
	
	
	

	Month Four Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Four Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Four Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Four Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Four Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Five Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Five Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Five Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Five Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Five Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Send out Wills Series Brochure
	
	
	

	Conduct a Estate Planning Seminar
	
	
	

	Month Six Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Six Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Six Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Six Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Six Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Seven Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Seven Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Seven Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Seven Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Seven Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Target Group Presentations (UMW, UMM, Senior Adults)
	
	
	

	Month Eight Article in Church Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Eight Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eight Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eight Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eight Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Send out Permanent Endowment Brochure
	
	
	

	Month Nine Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Nine Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Nine Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Nine Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Nine Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Ten Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Ten Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Ten Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Ten Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Ten Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Target Group Presentation (UMW, UMM, Senior Adults)
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Eleven Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Send out Year-End Giving Brochure
	
	
	

	Memorial Observance & Service of Remembrance
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Article in Newsletter
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Week 1 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Week 2 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Week 3 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	

	Month Twelve Week 4 Bulletin One-Liner
	
	
	














Model Two (2 Year Plan): Year One
	Marketing Assignment:
	Month/Date:
	Responsibility:
	Completed On:

	First Quarter: Educational Presentation to Administrative Board
	
	
	

	Second Quarter: Send a giving options mailer
	
	
	

	Third Quarter: Year-End Giving Mailer
	
	
	

	Use one-liners for bulletin & newsletters as needed
	
	
	




Model Two (2 Year Plan): Year Two
	Marketing Assignment:
	Month/Date:
	Responsibility:
	Completed On:

	Newsletter Article about Wills
	
	
	

	Send letter & brochure announcing Wills Workshop
	
	
	

	Conduct a Wills Clinic or Gifts & Wills Workshop
	
	
	

	Month Four Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month Five Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month Six Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month Seven Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Month Eight Newsletter Article
	
	
	

	Send letter & brochure about giving through wills
	
	
	

	Conduct an All Saints’ Day remembrance and recognition service
	
	
	




Endowment Program Marketing Kit
Inside this kit are samples of Endowment Fund presentations, brochures, articles, and bulletin one-liners. Your Endowment Fund Committee can choose to promote either a three-year or two-year plan. Samples are included for both types of plans. 
Model One: Three Year Plan
Year One
First Quarter Newsletter Article:
How Endowment Funds Help Your Church
Endowment funds are gifts that keep on giving, securing the financial future of the Church. An endowment is a gift that can be invested to support church ministry programs such as missions and scholarships. Endowments may also be used for building maintenance. Our church would like to manage these gifts to enhance the stewardship program of the church name. 
These funds are under management at the Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Foundation and are overseen and disbursed by church name endowment committee. 
Having a planned giving program not only strengthens the future of our church but it is a way for you to say that you believe in the future of our church. An Endowment Fund program is truly a gift that keeps on giving. 
Bulletin One-Liners:
Month One: Preparing an estate plan is good Christian stewardship – saying thanks to God, expressing your love and concern for family, and showing charity toward others
Month Two: Life Insurance is a way to make a larger gift to your church than you might otherwise be able to afford. Consider naming your church as a beneficiary of any life insurance policy.
Month Three: How long has it been since you updated your will? Does it still express your wishes? Does it leave a gift to your church to carry on its ministry after your death?
Second Quarter Newsletter Article:
 Building church name for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, I saw a large Red-Tailed Hawk fly overhead carrying a long heavy stick. Non-migratory birds of my area were beginning to build nests. During the months to come, birds of all kinds would pour extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity to the construction of nests, the protection of eggs, and the feeding of their vulnerable young ones. After the little ones hatch, I’m always amazed at the unceasing care offered by the parents. Every ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, not to their own comfort and feeding, but to the survival of their young. 
Now consider “nests” we build in our churches. Does our giving serve us and our needs or serve God by serving the mission of the church to reach new people? Those new to the faith are as vulnerable as hatchlings, and require a steady and dedicated effort of feeding. 
For those who practice generosity, the nests we build are not for ourselves – they are for the next generation, those new to the faith, the future of the body of Christ. Join us in building a nest for the next generation. Contact _____________and begin practicing generosity today. 
Bulletin One-Liners:
Month Four: Think about the part you want to play in your church’s future. Naming your church as a beneficiary in your estate plan to create an endowment can assure your continued participation in the life and mission of your church far into the future. 
Month Five: If you plan to leave your home to the church following your death, you can transfer the property now and still maintain use of it as long as you live. A current income tax deduction is available for the value of such gifts to the church. 
Month Six: Good stewardship requires us to think of the future. Have your estate plan prepared now and express your good stewardship in ways that will bless your family and your church. 
Third Quarter Newsletter: 
Five Ways to Make the Most of Your Will
Did you know that 80% of people give to charity in their lifetime but only 8% include a charity in their wills? A bequest to Insert Church Name Here in your will is a final testament to your faith. In order for your assets to be distributed properly, here are five ways to make the most of your will:
1. Give to Insert Church Name Here’s Endowment Fund. 
2. Take advantage of the flexibility that a will can offer. 
3. Prepare a Christian Preamble. 
4. Discuss your estate plan with your family. 
5. Consult with a legal professional. 
Bulletin One-Liners:
Month Seven: Did you know that the laws of the state where you are living at the time of your death will determine how your estate is settled if you have no will of your own? These laws might not leave your property to the people you want to receive it. And, these laws definitely don’t leave any gift to your church or any other charity. Would you not rather make these decisions yourself?
Month Eight: Real estate offers excellent opportunities for giving to your church. Consider a gift of land, a condominium, commercial property, home, farm, or other types of real estate. You may be able to avoid capital gains taxes and also be entitled to an income tax deduction for the fair market value of the property at the time the gift is made. 
Month Nine: Consider making a gift to your church to fund an endowment in memory of a family member or special friend. Feel free to discuss with insert pastor’s name here or insert endowment committee chair’s name here of any special programs or projects you would like to be supported by this endowment. 
Fourth Quarter Newsletter Article:
Planned Giving is Not Just for the Wealthy
Many of us here the term “Planned Giving” and think that this is something that only wealthy people can do. This is not true. Anyone can plan to give a gift to their church in their will and the Endowment Fund of Insert Church Name Here accepts both large and small gifts. We believe that everyone should have a written estate plan and encourage you to consider giving to the future of our church.
As a Christian, we need to be good stewards of that which God has provided to us. Our church has set up an Endowment Fund as a way for you to say that you believe in the future of our church. You can continue your current giving level after death, give to scholarships, or local/ global missions. You can also give to property maintenance or specific church programs. We can meet with you to discuss your vision for how you would like to support ministry through your will.
Bulletin One-Liners:
Month Ten: Who needs estate planning? Every adult who is legally competent, who owns anything and cares about who receives their estate at the time of their disability or death should have a will. In addition, estate planning is necessary for anyone who wants to leave a bequest for their church. 
Month Eleven: Trusts allow you to make a gift to your church in the future. You may set up the trust now and keep the income for yourself or other beneficiaries as long as you choose, or for life. The church will receive the property after that. There are special tax benefits for these kinds of trusts. 
Month Twelve: “Later” can be too late. Don’t delay having your will drawn. Make sure your estate plans are in place so that your wishes will be carried out to benefit your family. Gifts you plan for your church through your will can help your church continue to minister and serve. 



Year Two:
Month One:
Newsletter One: What Is Mine and What is Yours?
“Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.” – 1 Chronicles 29:12-13 NIV
A lesson that God teaches us throughout our lifetime is that everything we have is his and we should always give him honor and glory and praise. While many of us believe in this truth, learning this lesson can be challenging. We are like a child who wants to keep their quarter to use at the gumball machine instead of tithing it. We feel like if we give what we have to God, there won’t be enough left for us. 
In First Chronicles, David shares that God tests our hearts and is pleased with integrity. When we can give back to God what he has so graciously given us, we are honoring him not only with our finances but with our lives.
As you begin thinking about ways to give to insert church name here, we encourage you to give to our Endowment Fund. Your gift will have a lasting impact that will further Christ’s kingdom in many ways. Not only will you be giving a gift that lasts but you will be giving praise and honor to God for all that he’s given you. 
Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. You can share your faith beyond your lifetime by careful estate planning which includes your church in your will. During your lifetime you will have joy of knowing that whatever you do not use in this life will continue to ministry through your church after your death. 
2. Have you named a residual beneficiary in your will (to receive what remains when all other bequests are fulfilled)? Have you considered including your church as the residual beneficiary? 

Month Two:
Newsletter Two: Well Done, Good & Faithful Servant
Well done, good and faithful servant. Aren’t these the words that so many of us long to hear when we get to heaven? What kind of action are you taking while living on this earth now to receive those words later?
In this life, we are all given a portion of talents to manage, invest, and give back to our master in heaven. God wants us to use the money he has given us well and make wise decisions that will continue to grow his kingdom here on earth. 
Our church has many options for how you can invest money with us that continues to grow, even beyond your lifetime. Options such as permanent gifts, gifts of assets, and charitable remainder trusts can all be ways for you to invest and grow what God has given to you. 
 “For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”  - Matthew 25:29
Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Permanent endowments are gifts that keep on giving. If the endowment agreement states that the principal shall never be invaded and that income is paid out to support a designated cause through your church, then your gift is “forever.”
2. Charitable Remainder Trusts allow you to make a gift to your church while retaining income from the gifted asset during your lifetime (and that of your spouse). If the trust is funded with appreciated property, capital gains taxed may be avoided. There will also be a significant current income tax deduction at the time the trust is created.
Month Three:

Newsletter Three: Make a Gift that is Tax Deductible

Although  no  one  can  predict  the future,  the  long-standing  federal  income  tax  deduction continues  in  force  for  charitable gifts completed this year.   Recently, Mrs. Jones, a 79 year old who has a $10,000 Certificate of Deposit at her local bank and is paying two percent interest has decided to leave these funds to Insert Church Name Here but has need of the income. 

By giving via a charitable gift annuity she is making a gift to her church and is actually increasing her current cash flow. Funded with her $10,000 gift, her gift annuity results in the following:
· A current income tax deduction of $4,853
· An annual pay-out rate of 6.6%. Thus, she will receive $660 annually for life
· Of the annual payment, $520.08 will be tax free for the first 9.9 years of the annuity. Thereafter, the entire annuity payment is taxed as ordinary income. 

To set up a charitable gift annuity with Insert Church Name Here please contact Insert Contact Info Here. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Under current laws, appreciated securities and real estate may be deductible for income tax purposes at their current fair market value. In most cases, the appreciation is not taxed to you at all. Consider using these gifts to fulfill your pledge, to make a special gift, or toward establishing an endowment. 
2. Consider making a gift of your personal residence or family farm now and continuing to live there until your death. An immediate income tax deduction may be available for this arrangement. At your death the property would be available for church use or sold to benefit ministries of your church.

Month Four: 

Newsletter Four: Are You Using Your Will Power?

The use of a properly drawn will enables Christians to provide for their family’s needs and their charitable interests with one document. Your will is the most flexible way to put your values and wishes into actions.

Yet, as important as a Christian’s will is, most United Methodists die with no will. It’s sad but true that nearly 80% of our brothers and sisters in the Church rely on the laws of the State to distribute all their possessions, provide guardians for their children, and (in effect) to deny all their charitable interests.

By using your Will Power, however, you can decide how these matters ought to be settled. You will find peace and a great deal of satisfaction when you make a proper will. For the sake of those you love, please get a will. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Are you leaving a legacy of “red tape” for your heirs? A legal will drawn by your attorney will cut out the “red tape” and accomplish what you want to happen following your death. 
2. When was the last time your will had a check-up? Does it express your desires? Does it include your church which means so much to you?

Month Five:

Newsletter Five: Tips for Using the Correct Language in Your Will

In your will, you have choices as to how to create your bequest. You may choose to leave a fixed dollar amount, or a percentage of your estate, or the residuary estate or a portion thereof. Here are some examples of the most popular types of bequests:
· A General Bequest – stated sum of money
· A Specific Bequest – designating a certain asset from your estate
· A Residuary Bequest – a gift made to the church after other bequests and expenses have been paid
· An Endowed Bequest – restrict the principle of your gift 
When giving a bequest in your will, be sure to consult your attorney, tax professional or investment professional for advice.

Bulletin One-Liner – 
1. When your estate planning documents are prepared by your attorney, you can include your church as the final beneficiary to receive any benefits that remain after other beneficiaries are remembered. 
2. Be sure that your estate planning documents are properly prepared. A homemade will “might” work, but unless it is properly written it might cause unnecessary expenses and delays – and worst of all, it might not accomplish what you want to happen. The writing of your will is a job for which you need your attorney’s assistance. 

Month Six:

Newsletter Six: Who Are Your Heirs?

“I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.” – Genesis 22:17

These words spoken to Abraham by God are a reminder to us that the life we live today will be a ripple effect for generations to come. When it is time for us to leave this earth, we want to leave behind an inheritance for our families and the organizations that have meant the most to us. The best way to do this is to have a will that designates who the heirs of our estates will be. 

Bulletin One-Liners: 
1. Do you know who your heirs will be? Is your church included in your will? Without a will, state laws will determine who receives your estate and no charity will receive a gift from your estate. Be sure your estate planning is up-to-date and expresses your wishes.  
2. Have circumstances changes since you last updated your estate plan? Do your current estate planning documents carry out your commitments to your church? If not, amend your documents now. 

Month Seven:

Newsletter Seven: Honor the Ones You Love with an Endowment 

Mike Anderson lost his wife, Becky, to cancer five years ago. Becky was an active volunteer with the children’s ministry as a small group leader, Vacation Bible School volunteer, and retreat chaperone. After her death, Mike and his family discussed with his pastor about giving to his churches’ endowment fund in memory of Becky for children’s ministry. 

Setting up an endowment in Becky’s memory was a way that Mike could ensure her love for children would be passed on to the next generation. After he spoke with his pastor, he worked with the endowment committee of his church to designate those funds. 

If you’d like to give to the endowment fund in memory of a loved one, contact Insert Name and Number Here. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Consider making a gift to your church to fund an endowment in memory of a family member or a special friend. Feel free to discuss with your pastor or other appropriate church leader any special programs or projects you would like to be supported by this endowment. 
2. Consider naming your church as a beneficiary in your will or living trust. The gift could be a set dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, the remainder after other gifts is made, or a gift of that part of the estate left if designated heirs are deceased. 

Month Eight:

Newsletter Eight: What is Your Center?

“The center of our life outside our family is our church. God has blessed us so much, we feel called to give all we can while we are alive and after we are gone.”

Because of people like you, we are able to reach more people for Christ here at Insert Church Name. Our community of faith is a place for both believers and the unchurched to feel like they belong. We appreciate those who serve the church both financially and with their time and gifts. If you feel called to give what you can to Insert Church Name while you are alive and after you are gone, contact insert Name Here to give a gift to our church in your will. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Is your current will keeping up with you? Does it reflect your Christian commitments? Giving to your church through your will is a good way to continue your support of your church beyond your lifetime.  
2. Did you know that, for purposes of estate taxation, there is no limitation on the size of a charitable gift that you may give to your church at the time of your death? No matter how large, the gift is deductible for estate tax purposes. 

Month Nine:

Newsletter Nine: A Different Way to Give

A charitable gift annuity is a gift of cash or marketable securities. These assets could be securities, real estate, retirement funds, or a personal collection. When you give a charitable gift, you receive a current income tax deduction and you and/or someone else will receive fixed payments for life. Depending on age, the rates can be very attractive. This is a great alternative way to give and benefit your church. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Consider giving the use of your property to your heirs for the duration of their lives, but having the property at their death pass to the church as a family memorial. After the property has met family needs, it will then support the mission and ministry of your church. 
2. Under current laws, appreciated securities and real estate may be deductible for income tax purposes at their current fair market value. In most cases, the appreciation is not taxed to you at all. Consider using these gifts to fulfill your pledge, to make a special gift, or toward establishing an endowment. 

Month Ten:

Newsletter Ten: How to Give Stocks and Bonds to the Church

Stocks and bonds make excellent gifts to your church. You may be entitled to special tax considerations if you give these securities to the church during your lifetime. Transfers of stocks or mutual funds may be made directly from your brokerage account to Insert Church Name. To inquire about how to transfer securities, please contact (church office/business administrator) at (phone number). 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. If you are a stockholder in a closely-held corporation, consider having the corporation make a gift to your church. Like individuals, corporations qualify for tax deductions for charitable gifts. 
2. Stocks and bonds make excellent gifts to your church. You may be entitled to special tax considerations if you give these securities to the church during your lifetime. 

Month Eleven:

Newsletter Eleven: Don’t Let the State Determine Your Child’s Guardian 
Your will is the proper place to name the guardians for your children should both parents die while the children are still minors. Proper estate planning can reduce administrative time, expense, and inconvenience. Careful estate planning can also be one of the best gifts you give your family. Don’t delay in having your will drawn. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. The costs of having your will drawn by an attorney can be a terrific bargain. It may save many times its cost in taxes and administrative expenses to your heirs. Make sure your attorney also knows of your desire to include your church in your estate plans. 
2. Good stewardship requires us to think of the future. Have your estate plan prepared now and express your good stewardship in ways that will bless your family and your church. 

Month Twelve:

Newsletter Twelve: 9 Benefits of Practicing Generosity

I do want you to experience the blessing that issues from generosity - Philippians 4:15, The Message

The practice of generosity describes the Christian's unselfish willingness to give in order to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ. Here are nine benefits of practicing generosity:

1. Generosity fosters positive emotions that promote happiness and health.
2. Generosity triggers the chemical systems in our brains that reduce stress and suppress pain.
3. Generosity promotes our sense of personal agency and self-efficacy.
4. Generosity provides us with positive, meaningful social roles and self-identities.
5. Generosity reduces our tendency toward maladaptive self-absorption.
6. Generosity reinforces our perception of abundance and blessing.
7. Generosity expands our social networks and relational ties.
8. Generosity expands our intellectual and emotional horizons by exposing us to the needs of others.
9. Generosity is associated with a more active lifestyle.
To give a gift to Insert Church Name Here’s Endowment Fund, please contact Insert Name and Phone Number Here. 
Bulletin One-Liner:
1. Have you ever heard that “wills are for rich people?” That’s right! But they are also “for poor people” and for everyone in between. Your will relates to everything God has entrusted with you, and it can be a powerful statement of your Christian generosity.
2. Preparing an estate plan is good Christian stewardship – saying thanks to God, expressing your love and concern for family, and showing charity toward others. 

Year Three

Month One:

Newsletter One: Building church name for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, I saw a large Red-Tailed Hawk fly overhead carrying a long heavy stick. Non-migratory birds of my area were beginning to build nests. During the months to come, birds of all kinds would pour extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity to the construction of nests, the protection of eggs, and the feeding of their vulnerable young ones. After the little ones hatch, I’m always amazed at the unceasing care offered by the parents. Every ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, not to their own comfort and feeding, but to the survival of their young. 
Now consider “nests” we build in our churches. Does our giving serve us and our needs or serve God by serving the mission of the church to reach new people? Those new to the faith are as vulnerable as hatchlings, and require a steady and dedicated effort of feeding. 
For those who practice generosity, the nests we build are not for ourselves – they are for the next generation, those new to the faith, the future of the body of Christ. Join us in building a nest for the next generation. Contact _____________and begin practicing generosity today. 
Bulletin One-Liners:
1. Think about the part you want to play in your church’s future. Naming your church as a beneficiary in your estate plan to create an endowment can assure your continued participation in the life and mission of your church far into the future. 
2. If you plan to leave your home to the church following your death, you can transfer the property now and still maintain use of it as long as you live. A current income tax deduction is available for the value of such gifts to the church. 
3. Good stewardship requires us to think of the future. Have your estate plan prepared now and express your good stewardship in ways that will bless your family and your church. 
4. What about an endowment established in the name of your family? Your family name will live on in the life of your church. Other family members might also consider contributing. The endowment could support a special ministry of your church that has been especially meaningful for your family.
Month Two:
Newsletter Two: Five Ways to Make the Most of Your Will
Did you know that 80% of people give to charity in their lifetime but only 8% include a charity in their wills? A bequest to Insert Church Name Here in your will is a final testament to your faith. In order for your assets to be distributed properly, here are five ways to make the most of your will:
1. Give to Insert Church Name Here’s Endowment Fund. 
2. Take advantage of the flexibility that a will can offer. 
3. Prepare a Christian Preamble. 
4. Discuss your estate plan with your family. 
5. Consult with a legal professional. 
Bulletin One-Liners:
1. Did you know that the laws of the state where you are living at the time of your death will determine how your estate is settled if you have no will of your own? These laws might not leave your property to the people you want to receive it. And, these laws definitely don’t leave any gift to your church or any other charity. Would you not rather make these decisions yourself?
2. Real estate offers excellent opportunities for giving to your church. Consider a gift of land, a condominium, commercial property, home, farm, or other types of real estate. You may be able to avoid capital gains taxes and also be entitled to an income tax deduction for the fair market value of the property at the time the gift is made. 
3. Consider making a gift to your church to fund an endowment in memory of a family member or special friend. Feel free to discuss with insert pastor’s name here or insert endowment committee chair’s name here of any special programs or projects you would like to be supported by this endowment. 
4. When you need a will, it’s too late to have one drawn. Don’t wait. And, don’t forget your church.
Month Three:
Newsletter Three: Planned Giving is Not Just for the Wealthy
Many of us here the term “Planned Giving” and think that this is something that only wealthy people can do. This is not true. Anyone can plan to give a gift to their church in their will and the Endowment Fund of Insert Church Name Here accepts both large and small gifts. We believe that everyone should have a written estate plan and encourage you to consider giving to the future of our church.
As a Christian, we need to be good stewards of that which God has provided to us. Our church has set up an Endowment Fund as a way for you to say that you believe in the future of our church. You can continue your current giving level after death, give to scholarships, or local/ global missions. You can also give to property maintenance or specific church programs. We can meet with you to discuss your vision for how you would like to support ministry through your will.
Bulletin One-Liners:
1. Who needs estate planning? Every adult who is legally competent, who owns anything and cares about who receives their estate at the time of their disability or death should have a will. In addition, estate planning is necessary for anyone who wants to leave a bequest for their church. 
2. Trusts allow you to make a gift to your church in the future. You may set up the trust now and keep the income for yourself or other beneficiaries as long as you choose, or for life. The church will receive the property after that. There are special tax benefits for these kinds of trusts. 
3. “Later” can be too late. Don’t delay having your will drawn. Make sure your estate plans are in place so that your wishes will be carried out to benefit your family. Gifts you plan for your church through your will can help your church continue to minister and serve. 
4. Have you ever heard that “wills are for rich people?” That’s right! But they are also “for poor people” and for everyone in between. Your will relates to everything God has entrusted with you, and it can be a powerful statement of your Christian stewardship.
Month Four:
Newsletter Two: Well Done, Good & Faithful Servant
Well done, good and faithful servant. Aren’t these the words that so many of us long to hear when we get to heaven? What kind of action are you taking while living on this earth now to receive those words later?
In this life, we are all given a portion of talents to manage, invest, and give back to our master in heaven. God wants us to use the money he has given us well and make wise decisions that will continue to grow his kingdom here on earth. 
Our church has many options for how you can invest money with us that continues to grow, even beyond your lifetime. Options such as permanent gifts, gifts of assets, and charitable remainder trusts can all be ways for you to invest and grow what God has given to you. 
 “For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”  - Matthew 25:29
Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Permanent endowments are gifts that keep on giving. If the endowment agreement states that the principal shall never be invaded and that income is paid out to support a designated cause through your church, then your gift is “forever.”
2. Charitable Remainder Trusts allow you to make a gift to your church while retaining income from the gifted asset during your lifetime (and that of your spouse). If the trust is funded with appreciated property, capital gains taxed may be avoided. There will also be a significant current income tax deduction at the time the trust is created.
3. If the needs of other beneficiaries will be met in other ways, why not make your church the owner and beneficiary of one of your life insurance policies? If you do this, you may receive significant income tax deduction and future premiums you pay may also qualify for an income tax deduction.
4. Grandpa didn’t have a will, but Grandma does. She had to settle Grandpa’s estate without one, and she now knows how important a will really is. Do you have a will?
Month Five
Newsletter Five: A Different Way to Give

A charitable gift annuity is a gift of cash or marketable securities. These assets could be securities, real estate, retirement funds, or a personal collection. When you give a charitable gift, you receive a current income tax deduction and you and/or someone else will receive fixed payments for life. Depending on age, the rates can be very attractive. This is a great alternative way to give and benefit your church. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Consider giving the use of your property to your heirs for the duration of their lives, but having the property at their death pass to the church as a family memorial. After the property has met family needs, it will then support the mission and ministry of your church. 
2. Under current laws, appreciated securities and real estate may be deductible for income tax purposes at their current fair market value. In most cases, the appreciation is not taxed to you at all. Consider using these gifts to fulfill your pledge, to make a special gift, or toward establishing an endowment. 
3. If you are a stockholder in a closely-held corporation, consider having the corporation make a gift to your church. Like individuals, corporations qualify for tax deductions for charitable gifts. 
4. Consider naming the church as a secondary or back-up beneficiary of a life insurance policy or even your retirement plans in case other beneficiaries named are deceased at the time of your death. 


Month Six

Newsletter Six: Don’t Let the State Determine Your Child’s Guardian 
Your will is the proper place to name the guardians for your children should both parents die while the children are still minors. Proper estate planning can reduce administrative time, expense, and inconvenience. Careful estate planning can also be one of the best gifts you give your family. Don’t delay in having your will drawn. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. The costs of having your will drawn by an attorney can be a terrific bargain. It may save many times its cost in taxes and administrative expenses to your heirs. Make sure your attorney also knows of your desire to include your church in your estate plans. 
2. Good stewardship requires us to think of the future. Have your estate plan prepared now and express your good stewardship in ways that will bless your family and your church. 
3. Be sure that your estate planning documents are properly prepared. A homemade will “might” work, but unless it is properly written it might cause unnecessary expenses and delays – and worst of all, it might not accomplish what you want to happen. The writing of your will is a job for which you need your attorney’s assistance.
4. Your will is the proper place to name the guardians for your children should both parents die while the children are still minors. Pick their guardians yourself, rather than leaving this decision to the courts (as will happen if you do not have properly drawn legal documents). 

Month Seven

Newsletter Seven: What is Your Center?

“The center of our life outside our family is our church. God has blessed us so much, we feel called to give all we can while we are alive and after we are gone.”

Because of people like you, we are able to reach more people for Christ here at Insert Church Name. Our community of faith is a place for both believers and the unchurched to feel like they belong. We appreciate those who serve the church both financially and with their time and gifts. If you feel called to give what you can to Insert Church Name while you are alive and after you are gone, contact insert Name Here to give a gift to our church in your will. 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. Is your current will keeping up with you? Does it reflect your Christian commitments? Giving to your church through your will is a good way to continue your support of your church beyond your lifetime.  
2. Did you know that, for purposes of estate taxation, there is no limitation on the size of a charitable gift that you may give to your church at the time of your death? No matter how large, the gift is deductible for estate tax purposes. 
3. Consider making a gift to your church to fund an endowment in memory of a family member or special friend. Feel free to discuss with your pastor or other appropriate church leader any special programs or projects you would like to be supported by this endowment. 
4. Stocks and bonds make excellent gifts to your church. You may be entitled to special tax considerations if you give these securities to the church during your lifetime. 

Month Eight

Newsletter Eight: 9 Benefits of Practicing Generosity

I do want you to experience the blessing that issues from generosity - Philippians 4:15, The Message

The practice of generosity describes the Christian's unselfish willingness to give in order to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ. Here are nine benefits of practicing generosity:

1. Generosity fosters positive emotions that promote happiness and health.
2. Generosity triggers the chemical systems in our brains that reduce stress and suppress pain.
3. Generosity promotes our sense of personal agency and self-efficacy.
4. Generosity provides us with positive, meaningful social roles and self-identities.
5. Generosity reduces our tendency toward maladaptive self-absorption.
6. Generosity reinforces our perception of abundance and blessing.
7. Generosity expands our social networks and relational ties.
8. Generosity expands our intellectual and emotional horizons by exposing us to the needs of others.
9. Generosity is associated with a more active lifestyle.
To give a gift to Insert Church Name Here’s Endowment Fund, please contact Insert Name and Phone Number Here. 
Bulletin One-Liner:
1. Have you ever heard that “wills are for rich people?” That’s right! But they are also “for poor people” and for everyone in between. Your will relates to everything God has entrusted with you, and it can be a powerful statement of your Christian generosity.
2. Preparing an estate plan is good Christian stewardship – saying thanks to God, expressing your love and concern for family, and showing charity toward others. 
3. If the needs of other beneficiaries will be met in other ways, why not make your church the owner and beneficiary of one of your life insurance policies? If you do this, you may receive a significant income tax deduction and future premiums you pay may also qualify for an income tax deduction.
4. You can share your faith beyond your lifetime by careful estate planning which includes your church in your will. During your lifetime you will have the joy of knowing that whatever you do not use in this life will continue in ministry through your church after your death.

Month Nine

Newsletter Nine: Tips for Using the Correct Language in Your Will

In your will, you have choices as to how to create your bequest. You may choose to leave a fixed dollar amount, or a percentage of your estate, or the residuary estate or a portion thereof. Here are some examples of the most popular types of bequests:
· A General Bequest – stated sum of money
· A Specific Bequest – designating a certain asset from your estate
· A Residuary Bequest – a gift made to the church after other bequests and expenses have been paid
· An Endowed Bequest – restrict the principle of your gift 
When giving a bequest in your will, be sure to consult your attorney, tax professional or investment professional for advice.

Bulletin One-Liner – 
1. When your estate planning documents are prepared by your attorney, you can include your church as the final beneficiary to receive any benefits that remain after other beneficiaries are remembered. 
2. Be sure that your estate planning documents are properly prepared. A homemade will “might” work, but unless it is properly written it might cause unnecessary expenses and delays – and worst of all, it might not accomplish what you want to happen. The writing of your will is a job for which you need your attorney’s assistance. 
3. Did you know that, for purposes of estate taxation, there is no limitation on the size of a charitable gift that you may give to your church at the time of your death? No matter how large, the gift is deductible for estate tax purposes. 
4. Consider making a gift to your church to fund an endowment in memory of a family member or special friend. Feel free to discuss with Insert Contact Name and Number Here of any special programs or projects you would like to be supported by this endowment. 

Month Ten

Newsletter Ten: How to Give Stocks and Bonds to the Church

Stocks and bonds make excellent gifts to your church. You may be entitled to special tax considerations if you give these securities to the church during your lifetime. Transfers of stocks or mutual funds may be made directly from your brokerage account to Insert Church Name. To inquire about how to transfer securities, please contact (church office/business administrator) at (phone number). 

Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. If you are a stockholder in a closely-held corporation, consider having the corporation make a gift to your church. Like individuals, corporations qualify for tax deductions for charitable gifts. 
2. Stocks and bonds make excellent gifts to your church. You may be entitled to special tax considerations if you give these securities to the church during your lifetime. 
3. When was the last time your will had a check-up? Does it express your desires? Does it include your church which means so much to you? 
4. Proper estate planning can reduce administrative time, expense and inconvenience. Careful estate planning can also be one of the best gifts you give your family.

Month Eleven

Newsletter Eleven: How Endowment Funds Help Your Church
Endowment funds are gifts that keep on giving, securing the financial future of the Church. An endowment is a gift that can be invested to support church ministry programs such as missions and scholarships. Endowments may also be used for building maintenance. Our church would like to manage these gifts to enhance the stewardship program of the church name. 
These funds are under management at the Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Foundation and are overseen and disbursed by church name endowment committee. 
Having a planned giving program not only strengthens the future of our church but it is a way for you to say that you believe in the future of our church. An Endowment Fund program is truly a gift that keeps on giving. 
Bulletin One-Liners:
1. Preparing an estate plan is good Christian stewardship – saying thanks to God, expressing your love and concern for family, and showing charity toward others
2. Life Insurance is a way to make a larger gift to your church than you might otherwise be able to afford. Consider naming your church as a beneficiary of any life insurance policy.
3. How long has it been since you updated your will? Does it still express your wishes? Does it leave a gift to your church to carry on its ministry after your death?
4. Charitable Remainder Trusts allow you to make a gift to your church while retaining income from the gifted asset during your lifetime (and that of your spouse). If the trust is funded with appreciated property, capital gains taxes may be avoided. There will also be a significant current income tax deduction at the time the trust is created. 
Month Twelve
Newsletter Twelve: What Is Mine and What is Yours?
“Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.” – 1 Chronicles 29:12-13 NIV
A lesson that God teaches us throughout our lifetime is that everything we have is his and we should always give him honor and glory and praise. While many of us believe in this truth, learning this lesson can be challenging. We are like a child who wants to keep their quarter to use at the gumball machine instead of tithing it. We feel like if we give what we have to God, there won’t be enough left for us. 
In First Chronicles, David shares that God tests our hearts and is pleased with integrity. When we can give back to God what he has so graciously given us, we are honoring him not only with our finances but with our lives.
As you begin thinking about ways to give to insert church name here, we encourage you to give to our Endowment Fund. Your gift will have a lasting impact that will further Christ’s kingdom in many ways. Not only will you be giving a gift that lasts but you will be giving praise and honor to God for all that he’s given you. 
Bulletin One-Liner: 
1. You can share your faith beyond your lifetime by careful estate planning which includes your church in your will. During your lifetime you will have joy of knowing that whatever you do not use in this life will continue to ministry through your church after your death. 
2. Have you named a residual beneficiary in your will (to receive what remains when all other bequests are fulfilled)? Have you considered including your church as the residual beneficiary? 
3. Under current laws, appreciated securities and real estate may be deductible for income tax purposes at their current fair market value. In most cases, the appreciation is not taxed to you at all. Consider using these gifts to fulfill your pledge, to make a special gift, or toward establishing an endowment.
4. Who needs a will? Every adult who owns anything and who cares about what happens to it, everyone who cares about their family, and everyone who wants to include their church’s future in their estate planning needs a will. 




















MODEL TWO
A Two-Year Program of Promoting Permanent Endowment
YEAR ONE:
February Flyer – see attached
May Letter to the Congregation
Dear Insert Name Here,
Did you know that you can give to Insert Church Name in a variety of ways? While most of us would readily think of our pledges, our regular contributions, or our Sunday plate offerings, there are other and creative ways that allow you to use your assets beyond your regular income. Through the Insert Church Name Endowment Fund and Memorial Program, you can make charitable contributions that benefit the church, its programs, its missions, and its activity in our community, our state, our nation, and the world.
Many people have approached the church asking questions about other ways to make a donation and we wanted to highlight the many ways to give. You can give a gift of assets other than cash including securities, real estate, retirement funds, or personal collections. You can give the gift now or have it designated in your will.
A planned gift to Insert Church Name will help ensure that the minisistries of Insert Church Name that have meant most to you will continue into the future. You do not have to be wealthy to give, nor should you think that only large gifts are welcome. 
Gifts can be made during lifetime or afterward, can be made in memory or in honor of family or friends. With planned giving you decide when to give, how much to give, and how to give it. You may designate your gift to benefit a particular ministry area. 
If you’d like to have a conversation about planned giving, please contact Insert Name and Number Here to learn more about giving to the church. We want to help you plan your estate and charitable giving in a way that benefits you, your family, and charity. 
In Christ,
Signature

November Year-End Giving Advantages Mailing
Dear Insert Name Here,
As we approach the holiday season, many of us will find ourselves busy buying presents for our loved ones. While you celebrate this special time with both family and friends, we encourage you to think about giving a year-end gift to the church as well. When you make a planned gift, you will be giving something that will continue in perpetuity. 
Endowment funds are gifts that keep on giving, securing the financial future of the Church. An endowment is a gift that can be invested to support various needs in the church such as missions, scholarships and building maintenance. 
When you choose to make a planned gift, you will experience a sense of satisfaction; knowing that the gift you have made will make a lasting impact, not just another gift that will soon be discarded after the Christmas tree is put away. 
While considering a planned gift, know that you can give gifts other than cash. Gifts can include stocks and bonds, appreciated securities, insurance policies, retirement plans, art or antique collections, real estate and other assets. The gifts may be made through such vehicles as trusts, charitable gift annuities, a donor advised fun or a bequest in a will. We encourage you to discuss this gift with your financial planner or a representative of the Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Foundation. 
In Philippians 4:15, Paul writes, “I do want you to experience the blessing that issues from generosity” (The Message).  We know that you are working hard to bless your family and friends this holiday season with presents under the tree. We want to encourage you to think about how you can also experience the blessing that comes from planned giving.  If you have any questions as you make your year-end gift, please contact Insert Name and Number here.

In Christ,

Signature





YEAR TWO:
January Newsletter: Planned Giving is Not Just for the Wealthy
Many of us here the term “Planned Giving” and think that this is something that only wealthy people can do. This is not true. Anyone can plan to give a gift to their church in their will and the Endowment Fund of Insert Church Name Here accepts both large and small gifts. We believe that everyone should have a written estate plan and encourage you to consider giving to the future of our church.
As a Christian, we need to be good stewards of that which God has provided to us. Our church has set up an Endowment Fund as a way for you to say that you believe in the future of our church. You can continue your current giving level after death, give to scholarships, or local/ global missions. You can also give to property maintenance or specific church programs. We can meet with you to discuss your vision for how you would like to support ministry through your will.
February Wills Workshop Letter
Dear Insert Name Here,
Did you know that over 50% of all people at the time of their death do not have a will or living trust?
If this is the case with you, know that the laws of the state where you are living at the time of your death will determine how your estate is settled if you have no will. These laws might not leave your property to the people you want to receive it. And, these laws definitely don’t leave any gift to your church or any other charity. Wouldn’t you rather make these decisions yourself?
On Insert Date and Time, our Insert Committee Name will be hosting a Wills Workshop in Room Insert Room Number Here. The goal of this workshop will be to help you understand planned giving and give tips for how you can plan your estate and charitable giving in a way that benefits you, your family and charity. 
You might be surprised by your planned giving options. Know that everyone needs a will, no matter what your income level is and that every gift made to the church is a gift that will keep on giving, supporting our missions, scholarship funds, and building maintenance. 
Don’t wait to make your will. Come to this meeting so you can learn how to plan your estate for the benefit of yourself, your family, and your church.
In Christ,
Signature

April Newsletter: How Endowment Funds Help Your Church
Endowment funds are gifts that keep on giving, securing the financial future of the Church. An endowment is a gift that can be invested to support church ministry programs such as missions and scholarships. Endowments may also be used for building maintenance. Our church would like to manage these gifts to enhance the stewardship program of the church name. 
These funds are under management at the Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Foundation and are overseen and disbursed by church name endowment committee. 
Having a planned giving program not only strengthens the future of our church but it is a way for you to say that you believe in the future of our church. An Endowment Fund program is truly a gift that keeps on giving. 
May Newsletter: What is Your Center?

“The center of our life outside our family is our church. God has blessed us so much, we feel called to give all we can while we are alive and after we are gone.”

Because of people like you, we are able to reach more people for Christ here at Insert Church Name. Our community of faith is a place for both believers and the unchurched to feel like they belong. We appreciate those who serve the church both financially and with their time and gifts. If you feel called to give what you can to Insert Church Name while you are alive and after you are gone, contact insert Name Here to give a gift to our church in your will. 

June Newsletter: How to Be a Generosity Builder
“And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, I saw a large Red-Tailed Hawk fly overhead carrying a long heavy stick. Non-migratory birds of my area were beginning to build nests. During the months to come, birds of all kinds would pour extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity to the construction of nests, the protection of eggs, and the feeding of their vulnerable young ones. After the little ones hatch, I’m always amazed at the unceasing care offered by the parents. Every ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, not to their own comfort and feeding, but to the survival of their young. 
The notion of building nests is often used as a metaphor to describe people successfully providing for their own comforts. When we are comfortable, secure, and feel at home in our workplace or living area, we talk about the space being “our own little nest.” The word nest often connotes helter, coziness, homelike, comfortable.
Now consider “nests” we build in our churches. Does our giving serve us and our needs or serve God by serving the mission of the church to reach new people? Those new to the faith are as vulnerable as hatchlings, and require a steady and dedicated effort of feeding. 
For those who practice generosity, the nests we build are not for ourselves – they are for the next generation, those new to the faith, the future of the body of Christ. Establishing an endowment through our estate plan is one way of showing that we care about the future of our church. Endowments can be set up in your church for continued current giving after death, scholarships, local or global missions, property maintenance, and gifts to enrich church programs. 
Build a nest for the next generation. Contact AWF UM Foundation and begin practicing generosity today. 

July Newsletter: Tips for Using the Correct Language in Your Will
In your will, you have choices as to how to create your bequest. You may choose to leave a fixed dollar amount, or a percentage of your estate, or the residuary estate or a portion thereof. Here are some examples of the most popular types of bequests:
· A General Bequest – stated sum of money
· A Specific Bequest – designating a certain asset from your estate
· A Residuary Bequest – a gift made to the church after other bequests and expenses have been paid
· An Endowed Bequest – restrict the principle of your gift 
When giving a bequest in your will, be sure to consult your attorney, tax professional or investment professional for advice.

August Newsletter: 9 Benefits of Practicing Generosity

I do want you to experience the blessing that issues from generosity - Philippians 4:15, The Message

The practice of generosity describes the Christian's unselfish willingness to give in order to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ. Here are nine benefits of practicing generosity:

1. Generosity fosters positive emotions that promote happiness and health.
2. Generosity triggers the chemical systems in our brains that reduce stress and suppress pain.
3. Generosity promotes our sense of personal agency and self-efficacy.
4. Generosity provides us with positive, meaningful social roles and self-identities.
5. Generosity reduces our tendency toward maladaptive self-absorption.
6. Generosity reinforces our perception of abundance and blessing.
7. Generosity expands our social networks and relational ties.
8. Generosity expands our intellectual and emotional horizons by exposing us to the needs of others.
9. Generosity is associated with a more active lifestyle.
To give a gift to Insert Church Name Here’s Endowment Fund, please contact Insert Name and Phone Number Here. 
September Newsletter: What Is Mine and What is Yours?
“Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.” – 1 Chronicles 29:12-13 NIV
A lesson that God teaches us throughout our lifetime is that everything we have is his and we should always give him honor and glory and praise. While many of us believe in this truth, learning this lesson can be challenging. We are like a child who wants to keep their quarter to use at the gumball machine instead of tithing it. We feel like if we give what we have to God, there won’t be enough left for us. 
In First Chronicles, David shares that God tests our hearts and is pleased with integrity. When we can give back to God what he has so graciously given us, we are honoring him not only with our finances but with our lives.
As you begin thinking about ways to give to insert church name here, we encourage you to give to our Endowment Fund. Your gift will have a lasting impact that will further Christ’s kingdom in many ways. Not only will you be giving a gift that lasts but you will be giving praise and honor to God for all that he’s given you. 
October: Wills Letter
Dear Insert Name Here,
Take a moment to close your eyes and think about the role you want to play in our church’s future. 
What came to your mind? Do you want to help with missions? Help kids? Help grow and maintain our church? All of these options are tangible goals that we want to help you accomplish. One way that we’d like to encourage you to give to our church is to consider naming Insert Church Name Here as a beneficiary in your will or living trust. 
When you make Insert Church Name a beneficiary to your will, you are giving a gift that outlasts your time here on earth. The gift could be a set dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, the remainder after other gifts is made, or a gift of that part of the estate left if designated heirs are deceased. 
Attached you will find a brochure about giving through wills. We want to provide information to help you plan your estate and charitable giving in a way that benefits you, your family and charity. There are several ways you can make these planned gifts to charity and enjoy tax and income benefits.
Know that everyone needs a will, no matter what your income level is and that every gift made to the church is a gift that will keep on giving, supporting our missions, scholarship funds, and building maintenance. 
With planned giving, you decide when to give, how much to give, and how to give it. If you have any questions about making a gift to the church, please contact Insert Name and Number Here.
"They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life" - 1 Timothy 6:18-19
In Christ,
Signature
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